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DELHI LAB GETS
CENTRE'SNOD TO
TEST ADVANCED
DRUG-RESISTANT TB

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHL: Delhi's Intermediate

Reference Laboratory (IRL) at
the New Delhi Tuberculosis Cen-

| tre has received certification

from the Central Tuberculosis
Division (CTD), Government of
India, to conduct drug suscepti-
bility testing (DST) for Bedaqui-
line (BDQ) and Pretomanid (Pa),
said health officials.

The two drugs are used in the
treatment of drug-resistant
tuberculosis. The approval sig-
nificantly strengthens Delhi's
ability to diagnose multidrug-re-
sistant (MDR-TB) and drug-re-
sistant tuberculosis (XDR-TB).

Until now, patient samples
requiring advanced DST were
often sent to laboratories outside
Delhi, leading to delayed diagno-
sis and treatment, said officials.

The IRL is equipped with
advanced diagnostic infrastruc-
ture, including a Biosafety Lev-
el-3 (BSL-3) laboratory, MGIT
960 system, Line Probe Assay
%PA), Kggrt XDR, Whole

enome Sequenci GS),
Truenat, PathoDete:tg an{rﬁeai-
Time PCR platforms,

These facilities enable com-
prehensive and rapid testing in

standards, In 2025, the labora-
tory processed more than 30,000
samples, underscoring its cen-

tral role in Delhi's TB contro] -
efforts, ’
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